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Welcome to the Lilongwe University of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources (LUANAR), a beacon of excellence in higher education. At 
LUANAR, we are proud to offer a comprehensive range of postgraduate 
programs across our four distinguished faculties: Agriculture, Food and 
Human Nutrition, Development Studies, and Natural Resources.

Our postgraduate programs are meticulously 
designed to prepare you for the dynamic and 
ever-evolving professional landscape of the 
21st century. Beyond academic excellence, 
LUANAR provides a wealth of opportunities 
to develop essential life and leadership 
skills. Here, you will forge lifelong friendships 
and build networks that will support you 
throughout your career.

LUANAR stands out for its high academic 
standards, innovative programs, and 
exceptional learning opportunities. Our faculty 
members are not only outstanding educators 
but also active researchers, ensuring that 
you receive a rich and informed educational 
experience. We recognize the individuality 
of each student and have invested in 
personalized tutoring, cutting-edge learning 
facilities, and the latest technologies to help 
you reach your full potential.

Since our official launch as an independent 
university in March 2015, LUANAR has been 
dedicated to contributing to the development 
of Malawi and beyond through the impact of 
our graduates. As the world rapidly changes, 

we are committed to developing versatile and 
adaptable individuals equipped to tackle the 
challenges of tomorrow.

Being a postgraduate student at LUANAR 
is a unique and rewarding experience. This 
prospectus is designed to provide you with 
all the information you need to make an 
informed decision about your future. From 
degree requirements to financial aid and 
accommodation, we have you covered.

I warmly invite you to choose LUANAR for 
your postgraduate studies and look forward 
to welcoming you to our vibrant academic 
community.

LUANAR’s student population 
includes individuals from more 
than 20 countries, creating a 
vibrant and diverse academic 
community.

Professor Emmanuel Kamlipe Kaunda
LUANAR Vice Chancellor

Email: vc@luanar.ac.mw
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LUANAR offers over 40 postgraduate programs across its 
four faculties, emphasizing interdisciplinary approaches 
and real-world applications in agriculture, nutrition, 
development, and natural resources management.

Over 40
PG programs
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ABOUT LUANAR
The Lilongwe University of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources (LUANAR) aspires to be a 
world-class university dedicated to advancing 
knowledge and producing graduates 
equipped with entrepreneurial skills essential 
for agricultural growth, food security, wealth 
creation, and sustainable natural resource 
management. 

Through our comprehensive mission, we 
emphasize teaching, training, research, 
outreach consultancy, and sound 
management practices. LUANAR prides 
itself on upholding core values such as 

innovativeness, integrity, excellence, 
social responsibility, non-discrimination, 
environmental stewardship, professionalism, 
equity, openness, transparency, and 
consultation. These principles guide our 
commitment to fostering an inclusive and 
dynamic academic environment that prepares 
students to make significant contributions to 
society.

“To be a World Class 
University”

At LUANAR, you will learn from esteemed faculty 
who are leaders in their fields, engage in impactful 
research, and benefit from state-of-the-art facilities. 
Join a vibrant academic community committed to 
sustainability, integrity, and social responsibility. 
Elevate your career and make a difference with a 
postgraduate degree from LUANAR.
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LUANAR boasts 
over 200 active research 
projects, contributing 
significantly to agricultural 
and natural resource 
development in 
Malawi and beyond.
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

STUDENT SUPPORT NETWORK AND SERVICES

We welcome undergraduate and 
postgraduate first year students or 
transfer applications from international 
students. Typically, we have a percentage 
of our students from secondary schools or 
universities outside Malawi.

As a University that follows a needblind 
policy in admission for both international 
& domestic students, LUANAR is in an 
exceptional position to admit the most 
accomplished and promising students from 
around the world.

Our Admission Committee is familiar with 
various education systems around the 
world. In reviewing your application, we 

The University through the office of Director
of Student’s Affairs will offer professional and
impartial information and advice to current 
and prospective students on:

•	 Discretionary and statutory funding
•	 Eligibility criteria and how to apply for 

funding
•	 Advice on money management and 

budgeting

consider grades, standardized test scores, 
comprehensive exam predictions or results, 
essays, recommendations, independent work, 
and the quality of your current academic 
program. No one aspect will determine our 
decision; instead, we look at the sum total of 
your experiences. 

Once you have been selected, and have paid 
semester fee, you will need to apply for a 
study visa from any Malawi Embassy. As a 
study visa takes several weeks to obtain, we 
recommend that you pay the required fee at 
least six weeks prior to your departure. Those 
coming from SADC countries need not apply 
for a visa to Malawi.

•	 Individual one to one appointments for
•	 students who want to take control of 

their
•	 finances and develop their budgeting 

skills
•	 Funding opportunities you can apply for
•	 Student loan and repayment
•	 Funding for disability costs or childcare 

costs.
•	 Bank accounts and bank loan
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PROGRAMME INFORMATION AND ENTRY 
REQUIREMENTS

PhD Programmes

MSc. and Postgraduate Diploma programmes

BSc (honours) programmes & Postgraduate
Diploma programs

A relevant master’s degree obtained from an accredited institution of higher learning. 
Candidates should also demonstrate ability to conduct independent research by providing at 
least one example of a scientific publication in print or electronic format as well as a description 
of any published or unpublished research, thesis, contributions to professional or scholarly 
literature, and other professional or academic experiences relevant to an assessment of the 
candidates’ capacity to pursue doctoral studies successfully.

A relevant bachelor’s degree with a minimum of a strong pass of a cGPA of 2.60 obtained from 
an accredited institution of higher learning.

A relevant BSc degree with a cGPA of at least 2.60 obtained from an accredited institution
of higher learning.

A brief curriculum vitae having an overview of education, work experience, publications, and other professional activities 
as well as at least three references from persons in academic and professional communities.

A brief curriculum vitae having an overview of education, work experience, publications, and other professional activities 
as well as at least three references from persons in academic and professional communities.

Where necessary, candidates will also be required to take oral and/or written examinations in their major and minor fields 
to determine overall preparation and background to cope up with their desired programme.

Where necessary, candidates will also be required to take oral and/or written examinations in their major and minor fields 
to determine overall preparation and background to cope up with their desired programme.

Assessment of candidates for admission will be based on the academic transcripts provided and emphasis will 
be placed on the courses the candidate has already covered, and if such courses/their grades are found to be 
insufficient for admission to the desired programme, the candidate will be required to take some enhancing 
courses from the existing course-based MSc. Or course-based PhD programs before commencement of, or
during their postgraduate studies.

CONDITIONAL OFFERS:
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APPLICATION PROCEDURE
Applicants will be required to submit their 
applications via LUANAR’s online admissions 
application portal. 

Firstly, an applicant must create an account 
on the admissions application portal by 
clicking here (https://luanar.ac.mw/pgapps/
new_user_form_postg.php). 

After creating an account, an applicant must 
click here (https://luanar.ac.mw/pgapps/) 
to login into the application system and 
complete the application by filling in all the 
information required. The form will require 
to be fully completed before submission, 
including attaching relevant documents and 
application fee deposit slip. 

In case there are technical problems with 
submission or attaching documents, and for 
inquiries, kindly send an email to academics@
luanar.ac.mw with copy to ict@luanar.ac.mw 
and bndfpgs@luanar.ac.mw. You may also 
write The University Registrar, LUANAR, Bunda 
College, P.O. Box 219, Lilongwe, (Attention 
Admissions Office – PGS Applications). 

A complete application package MUST 
include:

•	 An appropriate application form 
available online (PGDMP-2024/2024 for 
postgraduate);

•	 Copies of all relevant certificates and 
academic transcripts which are being 
used for the application. These must 
be duly certified by a Commissioner of 
Oaths as true copies of the originals;

•	 Original proof of availability of funds for 
training i.e., official scholarship award/
sponsorship letter;

•	 Two letters of recommendation, at least 
one from a faculty member of your 
previous institution;

•	 Proof of payment of an appropriate 
application fee bearing the name of the 
applicant and the amount of application 
fee paid (International applicants with 
forex transaction restrictions should 
indicate so they settle at admission).

https://luanar.ac.mw/pgapps/new_user_form_postg.php
https://luanar.ac.mw/pgapps/new_user_form_postg.php
https://luanar.ac.mw/pgapps/
mailto:academics@luanar.ac.mw
mailto:academics@luanar.ac.mw
mailto:ict@luanar.ac.mw
mailto:bndfpgs@luanar.ac.mw
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POSTGRADUATE
PROGRAMMES OFFERED AT LUANAR
Our programs span across four key faculties: Agriculture, Food and Human Nutrition, 
Development Studies, and Natural Resources. Each program is tailored to provide in-depth 
knowledge, practical skills, and research opportunities that empower graduates to address 
critical issues in their fields.
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LIST OF POSTGRADUATE PROGRAMMES

PROGRAMME MODE OF 
DELIVERY

SPECIFIC ENTRY
 REQUIREMENTS

PhD in Agricultural and Resource 
Economics

Full time 
(coursework & 
research)

A Master’s Degree in Economics, Agricultural Economics, 
Environmental Economics or related fields with credit or 
cGPA of at least 3.0 or equivalent.

PhD in Agricultural and Resource 
Economics By research

A Master’s Degree in Economics, Agricultural Economics, 
Environmental Economics or related fields with credit or 
cGPA of at least 3.0 or equivalent.

PhD in Rural Development and 
Extension By  Research

A Master’s Degree in Rural Development and Extension or 
A Master’s Degree in related areas such as Development 
Studies, Rural Sociology and Anthropology or their 
equivalents.

PhD in Animal Science By  Research A Masters’ degree  in Animal Science, Veterinary Science or 
any closely related fields with a cGPA of at least 2.6.

PhD in Aquaculture and Fisheries 
Science

Full-time by 
Course Work 
and Research

A Master’s Degree in Aquaculture, Fisheries Science or any 
closely related fields with a cGPA of at least 2.6.

PhD in Aquaculture and Aquatic 
Resources   By Research A Master’s Degree in Aquaculture, Fisheries or any closely 

related fields with a cGPA of at least 2.6.

PhD in Fisheries and Ecosystem 
Management   By Research A Master’s Degree in  Fisheries or Aquaculture or any closely 

related fields with a cGPA of at least 2.6.

PhD in Crop and Soil Science by research
A Master of Science/Philosophy degree in Agronomy, Crop 
Sciences, Horticulture, Agriculture Sciences, and Soil 
Sciences or related disciplines with a cGPA of at least 2.6

PhD in Forestry By Research
A Master’s Degree in Forestry, Agroforestry, Social Forestry, 
Horticulture, Crop Science or other relevant sciences with a 
cGPA of at least 2.6

PhD in Food Systems
Full-time by 
Course Work 
and Research

A  Master of Science Degree in related disciplines (e.g. Food 
Science and Technology, Nutrition, Economics, Animal 
Science, Agronomy, Ecology, Environmental science, 
Aquaculture etc.) with a cGPA of at least 2.6

PhD in Agribusiness Management 
and Entrepreneurship

By Research (3 
Years)

An MBA/MSc/MA  in agribusiness management, 
entrepreneurship, economics, and agribusiness related 
fields, with a credit or GPA of 3.0 and above from a 
recognized university. Those with a strong pass (GPA of 2.8 
and above) shall be considered on a case-by-case basis if 
key subjects in business related areas were passed and have 
at least 3 years of relevant working experience. Prospective 
candidates are required to submit a 4-5 page concept note 
outlining the nature of research topics, motivation, and 
primary research questions. Prospective candidates who do 
not submit the concept note together with their applications 
shall not be considered.

MSC in Rural Development
and Extension

Full time (1
year course
work and 1 year
research)

A Bachelor of Science degree in Agricultural
Extension or its equivalent with a cGPA of at least
2.6 or Candidates with a Bachelor of Science
degree in Agriculture with a cGPA of at least 2.6.
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PROGRAMME MODE OF 
DELIVERY

SPECIFIC ENTRY
 REQUIREMENTS

MSc. In Agribusiness
Management

Full time (1
year course
work and 1 year
research)

A relevant Bachelor of Science degree in
Agribusiness Management or related fields with
a credit pass/cGPA of at least 3.00 or equivalent.
Candidates with a mere pass/cGPA of not less
than 2.60 or equivalent but with vast relevant
work experience may also be considered.
Exceptional cases will be considered for
candidates who have two diplomas with one
biased towards agriculture and the other towards
management.

MSc. In Agricultural and
Applied Economics

Full time (1
year course
work and 1 year
research)

A relevant Bachelor of Science degree in
Agricultural Economics or related fields with a
credit pass/cGPA of at least 3.00 or equivalent.
Candidates with a mere pass/cGPA of not less
than 2.60 or equivalent but with vast relevant
work experience may also be considered.
Exceptional cases will be considered for
candidates who have two diplomas with one
biased towards agriculture and the other towards
management.

Master of Education
(Leadership; Curriculum
Theory)

Full time (1
year course
work and 1 year
research)

A relevant Bachelor of Science or Bachelor
of Education degree with with a credit pass/
cGPA of at least 3.00 or equivalent. Candidates
with a mere pass/cGPA of not less than 2.60 or
equivalent but with vast relevant work experience
or with Diploma in Education may also be
considered.

MSc. in Irrigation
Engineering

Full time (1
year course
work and 1 year
research)

A Bachelor of Science degree in any of the
following engineering fields (Civil, Irrigation,
Agricultural, Water Resources, Water Supply and
Sanitation, Environmental) with a cGPA of at least
2.6

MSc in Machinery Systems
Engineering

Full time (1
year course
work and 1 year
research)

A Bachelor of Science degree in any of the
following engineering fields (Civil, Irrigation,
Agricultural, Mechanical, Water Resources, Water
Supply and Sanitation, Environmental) with a
cGPA of at least 2.6

MSc in Food Process
Engineering

Full time (1
year course
work and 1 year
research)

A Bachelor of Science degree in any of the
following engineering and food process fields
with a cGPA of at least 2.6

MSc. in Agronomy

Full time (1
year course
work and 1 year
research)

A Bachelor of Science degree in Agriculture,
Agronomy, or any relevant field with a cGPA of at
least 2.6

MSc. in Soil Science

Full time (1
year course
work and 1 year
research)

A Bachelor of Science degree in Agriculture, Soil
Science or any relevant field with a cGPA of at
least 2.6

MSc. in Seed Science

Full time (1
year course
work and 1 year
research)

A Bachelor of Science degree in Agriculture, Seed
Science or any relevant field with a cGPA of at
least 2.6
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PROGRAMME MODE OF 
DELIVERY

SPECIFIC ENTRY
 REQUIREMENTS

MSc. in Crop Protection

Full time (1
year course
work and 1 year
research)

A Bachelor of Science degree in Agriculture, Crop
Protection or any relevant field with a cGPA of at
least 2.6

MSc. in Plant Breeding

Full time (1
year course
work and 1 year
research)

A Bachelor of Science degree in Agriculture,
Agronomy or any relevant field with a cGPA of at
least 2.6

MSc in Sustainable
Agriculture

Full time (1
year course
work and 1 year
research)

A Bachelor of Science degree in Agriculture, Crop
Sciences or any relevant field with a cGPA of at
least 2.6

MSc in Crop and Soil
Sciences by research

Full time (1 year
research)

BSc (honours) degrees in Agriculture, Crop and
Soil Sciences, or any relevant field with a cGPA of
at least 2.6

MSc. in Horticulture

Full time (1
year course
work and 1 year
research)

A Bachelor of Science degree in Horticulture,
Forestry, Agriculture, Crop Sciences or any of the
Biological Sciences with a cGPA of at least 2.6

MSc. in Animal Science

Full time (1
year course
work and 1 year
research)

A Bachelor of Science Degree in Animal Science,
Veterinary Science, Aquaculture, Fisheries
Science or other relevant Biological Sciences with
a cGPA of at least 2.6

MSc. in Aquaculture and
Fisheries Science

Full time (1
year course
work and 1 year
research)

A Bachelor of Science Degree in Aquaculture,
Fisheries Science, Animal/Veterinary Science or
other relevant biological sciences with a cGPA of
at least 2.6

MSc. in Aquatic Animal
Health and Ecosystem
Management

Full time (1
year course
work and 1 year
research)

A Bachelor of Science Degree in Environmental,
Natural Resource Management and Climate
Change Sciences or equivalent fields with a cGPA
of at least 2.6

MSc. in Environment and
Climate Change Sciences

Full time (1
year course
work and 1 year
research)

A Bachelor of Science Degree in Environmental,
Natural Resource Management and Climate
Change Sciences or equivalent fields with a cGPA
of at least 2.6

MSc. in Environmental
Forestry

Full time (1
year course
work and 1 year
research)

A Bachelor of Science Degree in Forestry,
Agroforestry, Social Forestry, Tropical Forestry,
Horticulture, Agriculture, Crop Science or other
relevant Biological Sciences with a cGPA of at
least 2.6

MSc. in Forestry Full time (1 year
research)

A Bachelor of Science Degree in Forestry,
Agroforestry, Social Forestry, Tropical Forestry,
Horticulture, Agriculture, Crop Science or other
relevant Biological Sciences with a cGPA of at
least 2.6

MSc. in Agroforestry

Full time (1
year course
work and 1 year
research)

A Bachelor of Science Degree in Forestry,
Agroforestry, Social Forestry, Tropical Forestry,
Horticulture, Agriculture, Crop Science or other
relevant Biological Sciences with a cGPA of at
least 2.6
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PROGRAMME MODE OF 
DELIVERY

SPECIFIC ENTRY
 REQUIREMENTS

MSc. in Social Forestry

Full time (1
year course
work and 1 year
research)

A Bachelor of Science Degree in Forestry,
Agroforestry, Social Forestry, Tropical Forestry,
Horticulture, Agriculture, Crop Science or other
relevant Biological Sciences with a cGPA of at
least 2.6

MSc. In Gender and
Development

Full time (1
year course
work and 1 year
research)

A Bachelor of Science Degree in Sociology, Social
Work, Gender or other relevant sciences with a
cGPA of at least 2.6

MSc. In Food Science and
Technology

Full time (1
year course
work and 1 year
research)

A Bachelor of Science degree in Food Science and
Technology or its equivalent with a cGPA of at
least 2.6 or Candidates with a Bachelor of Science
degree in Agriculture with a cGPA of at least 2.6.

Post-Graduate diploma
in Clinical Dietetics (for
January, 2024 Intake)

18 months of
coursework
and internship

A Bachelor of Science Degree in Nutrition, Clinical
Medicine or other relevant sciences with a cGPA
of at least 2.6

BSc (honours) in Agronomy Full time (1 year
course work)

A BSc degree in Agronomy, Agriculture, Crop and
Soil Sciences, or any relevant field with a cGPA of
at least 2.6

BSc (honours) in Soil Science Full time (1 year
course work)

A BSc degree in Soil Science, Agronomy,
Agriculture, Crop and Soil Sciences, or any
relevant field with a cGPA of at least 2.6

BSc (honours) in Crop
Protection

Full time (1 year
course work)

A BSc degree in Agronomy, Agriculture, Crop and
Soil Sciences, or any relevant field with a cGPA of
at least 2.6

BSc (honours) in Seed Science Full time (1 year
course work)

A BSc degree in Seed Systems, Agronomy,
Agriculture, Crop and Soil Sciences, or any
relevant field with a cGPA of at least 2.6

University Certificate of
Education (UCE)

Full time
(coursework
& research),
Facilitated
through
blended mode
(face to face
and on-line)

A bachelor’s Degree in Basic Sciences related
field- Biology, Agriculture, Physics, Chemistry,
Home Economics and Mathematics or related
fields with credit or cGPA of at least 2.6 or
equivalent.
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Innovate & Inspire:
Join LUANAR’s postgraduate programs and drive impactful 

change with cutting-edge research and entrepreneurial skills.
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ABOUT LILONGWE

Lilongwe, the capital city of Malawi, is a 
vibrant and rapidly growing urban center that 
serves as the political and economic hub of 
the nation. Nestled in the heart of the country, 
Lilongwe blends modernity with tradition, 
featuring bustling markets, contemporary 
shopping centers, and government buildings 
alongside cultural landmarks and green 
spaces. The city’s rich cultural heritage is 

reflected in its diverse population and lively 
festivals. As a gateway to Malawi’s natural 
beauty, Lilongwe is a starting point for 
exploring the country’s stunning landscapes, 
including nearby national parks and wildlife 
reserves. With its dynamic atmosphere 
and strategic location, Lilongwe is a city of 
opportunities and a pivotal player in Malawi’s 
development.
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DISCOVER MALAWI
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DISCOVER MALAWI
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