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It is with great pleasure that we present the Technical Working Paper Series
202507001-6 on “Land Reforms, Soil Health Restoration, and Market Access: Pathways to
Sustainable Agricultural Productivity in Malawi,” as part of our ongoing series on agricultural
and applied policy research. These papers address critical dimensions of Malawi’s agrifood
systems, including the interaction between land tenure security, soil health management, and
market integration, which are central to achieving sustainable productivity and improving rural
livelihoods. By combining advanced econometric modelling and applied machine learning
techniques with detailed field data, the papers provide rigorous empirical evidence on how
land registration and reforms influence farmers’ investment decisions, productivity outcomes,
and market participation.

The findings highlight the behavioural, institutional, and socioeconomic factors shaping
land tenure security, soil health management, and access to markets, offering actionable
insights for policymakers, development partners, and private sector actors. The papers
underscore the importance of coordinated interventions that link secure land tenure with
sustainable land management, value chain development, and inclusive market access. This
first series presents six working papers: (i) Does Land Reform Improve Soil Health and
Household Food Security in Malawi? (ii) Assessing the effects of Land Registration on
Climate-Smart Agriculture and Soil Investment Decisions in Malawi; (iii) Underestimation or
Overestimation of Agricultural Land Parcels; (iv) Unlocking the Potential of Sesame in Malawi:
Trends in Production, Productivity, and Export Markets; (v) Impacts of Climate-Induced
Shocks on High-Value Legume Production in SADC Region; and (vi) Inclusive Agricultural
Value Chain Development for Job Creation in Malawi. The findings, interpretations, and
conclusions expressed in these papers are entirely those of the authors and not of the
institutions they are affiliated to. They do not necessarily represent the views of the Centre for
Agricultural Research and Development (CARD) nor the Lilongwe University of Agriculture
and Natural Resources (LUANAR) and its affiliated institutions.

On behalf of the Centre for Agricultural Research and Development (CARD) based at
the Lilongwe University of Agriculture and Natural Resources (LUANAR), | would like to
commend the authors, namely, Moses CHITETE, Wongani CHIRWA, Patrick KAWAYE-
CHIMSEU, Joseph KANYAMUKA, Dr. Chiyembekezo CHAFUWA, Chitsanzo DAMAZIO, Dr.
Wisdom MGOMEZULU, Christopher KANG’OMA, Dr. Thabbie CHILONGO, and Dr. Charles
JUMBE, for producing comprehensive and well-articulated analytical products that advances
both empirical understanding and policy guidance, making this work a valuable resource for
researchers, practitioners, and policymakers committed to sustainable, equitable, and resilient
agricultural systems in Malawi. We also acknowledge both technical and financial support
rendered from our partners, namely, the Africa Centre for Agricultural Policy Analysis (APA),
Ministry of Agriculture (MoA), and Ministry of Lands and Urban Development, as well as
Agricultural Commercialization (AGCOM), with support from the World Bank.
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